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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [6.42 pm]: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker.  

I take this opportunity to say a few words, which we normally do at this time of the year, and to give a little bit 
of information. The Legislative Assembly sat for 59 days this year, including three days of estimates hearings. 
This figure also includes the regional Parliament held in Bunbury in October. The Legislative Assembly has 
debated and passed over 50 government bills this year. Notably, many of those bills related to the government’s 
commitment to law and order. I will not read out all the bills, which sometimes in the past Leaders of the House 
have done; I will not do that tonight.  

There are some people to thank. On behalf of the Parliament I would like, first of all, to thank you, Mr Speaker, 
for the tremendous work that you have done this year. I also thank the Deputy Speaker, the member for Mount 
Lawley; the Acting Speakers, the members for Albany, Jandakot, Maylands, North West and Scarborough; the 
Leader and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition; the manager of opposition business, the member for 
Rockingham—and I say that sincerely; the Minister for Regional Development and Leader of the National Party; 
and members of the National Party, including the member for North West; the Independent member for 
Churchlands and Minister for Education; the Independent members for Alfred Cove and Kalgoorlie; and the new 
member for Fremantle representing the Greens (WA) in this chamber.  

I extend best wishes to the Premier and my other fellow ministers; to the government Whip, the member for 
South Perth, and his assistant, Sylvia Norton; to the assistant Whip, the member for Darling Range; and to all the 
government backbenchers—I am sure that the manager of opposition business will be thanking his Whip and 
various backbenchers. I will wish everybody a happy Christmas in a moment.  

I also thank for the tremendous work they have done: Peter McHugh, our Clerk; John Mandy, our Deputy Clerk; 
Kirsten Robinson, the Clerk Assistant Procedure; Katherine Galvin, the Acting Clerk Assistant Committees; and 
Julia Lawrinson, our Sergeant-at-Arms, who is doing a sterling job. I also thank the Legislative Assembly office 
and chamber staff: Denis, Megan, Alice, Daniel, Selena, Emily, Kris, Robert, Vanessa; and the administrative 
support staff: Anne Day and Louise Kierath. I thank all the Legislative Assembly committee staff with the 
various standing and joint standing committees.  

I also thank Jane Gray, the Parliamentary Education Officer, and the Parliamentary Education Office staff; 
Russell Bremner, Executive Manager Parliamentary Services, and staff; Graham McDonald, Building Services 
Manager; Enno Schijf, Catering Services Manager, and all the chefs and dining room, bar and catering services 
staff, who do a wonderful job; Dawn Timmerman, Finance Manager, and staff; Rob Hunter, Deputy Executive 
Manager Parliamentary Services and Manager, Human Resources; John Buchanan, IT manager, and staff; Judy 
Ballantyne, Parliament Electronic Records Management Project Manager; Inge Hurst, Acting Library and 
Information Services Manager, and the Parliamentary Library staff. 

I also thank Belinda Corey, Reporting Services Manager, and all of the Hansard reporters, who do a very sterling 
job and very often make our speeches read a lot better than they would normally be if they had been written by 
us alone. I also thank Ken Craig, Security Manager, and, indeed, all the security officers; and David Embry and 
the audio visual operators.  

I also make special mention of our wonderful switchboard operators, Cathy, Rosalie and Lorraine. I pass on very 
special best wishes from all members of this chamber to Marilyn David, whom we all wish very well and who at 
the moment has a very challenging health problem. We wish her especially well. After 17 years in this place, I 
have only to say one word and the switchboard operators say, “Oh yes, Mr Johnson.” I think they do that for 
every member in this house. They recognise every member’s voice often from just one word. It is a wonderful 
talent that our switchboard operators have. They are lovely people. We appreciate all the work they do.  

We thank David Boag, the head gardener, and all the gardeners; and all the cleaners and Parliament House staff 
who contribute to the operation of this place. We make special mention to all our friends in the media gallery. 
Unfortunately, they are not in the gallery tonight. They are in the courtyard hosting members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Mr M. McGowan: We should call a quorum!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think that would be most unfair. I know that members on both sides of the house are 
enjoying a very social occasion with the media.  
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Finally, I wish all members and staff, their families and loved ones a very happy and safe Christmas and New 
Year.  

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [6.46 pm]: On behalf of the opposition I, 
too, would like to say a few words on this final sitting day for this year .  

I would like to thank you in particular, Mr Speaker, for your efforts in the Chair. It has been a robust year of 
debates. The efforts that you have made to be impartial and to give strong and careful consideration to your role 
in the Chair are a great credit to this institution.  

I would like to thank members of the opposition. I believe it is said that a government is only as good as its 
opposition. In this case, I think the opposition has had an outstanding year. I am also told that the first 12 months 
in opposition are the hardest. From that perspective, we have very good reason to look forward to the coming 
years. It has been a great effort. It has been a great effort from those people who previously held ministerial roles 
and had to quickly adapt to the new role of opposition. They did a magnificent job and provided great leadership 
to our team. A particularly pleasing aspect of our side is the role that new members of Parliament have played—
colleagues, who, like me, joined us after the last election. They have done a magnificent job. The speeches from 
members of our team who have been here for only 12 months have been outstanding. I would particularly like to 
pay my respects to the Leader of the Opposition, who has galvanised our side very well and done a terrific job in 
forging a very effective and strategic opposition team.  

I would like to thank the Deputy Speaker, the member for Mount Lawley, and the Acting Speakers, the members 
for Albany, Jandakot, Maylands, North West and Scarborough. It is never a particularly easy job to chair any 
session in Parliament. Often, we found that Acting Speakers were in charge of some very robust debates and 
they had equipped themselves very well.  

I would also like to thank the Leader of the House, who has taken us on this journey over the past 12 months. 
But in particular, in acknowledging the Leader of the House, I would like to acknowledge the manager of 
opposition business in the house, the member for Rockingham, who has done an incredible job to make sure that 
a rather inexperienced and new opposition has had an effective strategy and set of activities inside this chamber. 
I think we can go to Christmas this year very proud of the efforts that we have made, and that is in large part due 
to the effective leadership that the member for Rockingham has provided in this chamber.  

I would like to thank and acknowledge the ministers and the members of the government. I understand that being 
a government backbencher is one of the great frustrations in the life of a government. One is chock-full of 
ideas — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Something you have yet to experience!   

Mr R.H. COOK: Indeed! They are chock-full of ideas and enthusiasm to contribute to the debates. Often, I 
gather, the Leader of the House stifles the efforts and enthusiasm of government backbenchers for the sake of 
expeditiously dealing with the parliamentary program. I also acknowledge the members of the National Party, 
and I thank the Independent members for their contributions over the life of this Parliament. 

I acknowledge my colleague in the state Parliamentary Labor Party, Ms Dianne Welch, who has given many 
years of service to the state Parliamentary Labor Party and who left us this year after almost 20 years of 
distinguished service. I thank her on behalf of my colleagues and welcome Linda Goncalves, who also now joins 
our state parliamentary team in the office. 

I thank Mr Peter McHugh, the Clerk of the house, and his team, and I thank Mr John Mandy in particular for his 
patience. I am sure that my new parliamentary colleagues and I have presented him with various drafting 
challenges with our amendments to legislation and so forth. He has been very patient and helpful. I pay my 
thanks also to all the Assembly chamber staff. At the regional Parliament in Bunbury this year we saw what we 
take for granted when we meet here on a regular basis. In Bunbury we saw the lengths to which the officers of 
the Parliament had to go to replicate many of the things that we take for granted in this chamber. That gave us a 
good insight into the work that goes on to ensure the effective operation of Parliament. I pay our respects and 
offer our thanks for their service during the year. I thank the Legislative Assembly committee officers and 
researchers, who provide essential work. My colleagues in the opposition are indebted to their work, which 
ensures that there is depth to the work and research that we do.  

We are particularly indebted to Belinda Corey and her team in Hansard for making our ramblings in Parliament 
look articulate so that history can be a little kinder to us than it would otherwise be. I thank Enno Schijf and the 
catering team, and Mark Gabrielli and the team in the parliamentary dining room and bar. I thank Russell 
Bremner and his staff in executive services and Rob Hunter and his team in human resources. I join the Leader 
of the House in thanking Cathy, Marilyn, Rosemary and Lorraine at the switchboard, and pass on our best 
regards to Marilyn David. When I was a young man who was active in the Australian Labor Party before the 
days of mobile phones, I too would use the services of the switchboard. Maybe my voice had not even broken at 
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that point in my political career! The women on the switch were very kind and helpful and they always 
recognised my voice when I rang. We wish Marilyn all the best. I thank Mr Graham McDonald and the building 
services team, including all the gardeners and cleaners, who provide the building with dignity and pleasant 
surrounds. I thank Ken Craig and the security team, who as well as providing a secure environment for us are 
understanding when protests are held by people who wish to voice their concerns about what goes on in this 
place. Their protests are dealt with very sensitively. I thank Inge Hurst and all the staff in the Parliamentary 
Library, who are helpful when providing information to us. I acknowledge the team at the Parliamentary 
Education Office for the work they do in bringing the work of Parliament to the students and other visitors to this 
place. They provide a good service to those people. 

Finally, on behalf of the Labor opposition, I wish everyone a merry Christmas and, most of all, a very safe 
Christmas. As we know, the lives of many people and their loved ones are lost over the Christmas period. We 
wish everyone the best wishes over the Christmas holiday period. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [6.54 pm]: I assume the Speaker will be winding up proceedings once we 
finish our speeches, but I will say a few words of thanks in the Christmas spirit that the Leader of the House has 
burst forth with, or thrown up to us, and I will respond in kind. I will not name all the people who run the various 
departments of the Parliament—that has been done twice now—but I will thank all those people who were 
named by both the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the House and say what a wonderful job 
they do. 

I would like to name a couple of other people, in particular Marilyn David, who has been mentioned by other 
members and who is ill. She has worked here for many years and has a beautiful voice. Whenever she answers 
the phone, she is a lovely person to speak to. She always shows great interest in my children and always asks me 
how they are going and so forth. She is a lovely human being, and I wish her and her family all the best while 
she is dealing with her illness. 

I thank Joe down in the gym. Joe is a good bloke; he is excellent. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Is he? I never go there. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Some of us know Joe and some do not! Joe down in the gym is fantastic. He is helpful. To 
those of us who head down there, such as the member for Nollamara and others, he is an icon of the Parliament. 
Although he is burrowed away down there in the subterranean cellars of the building, he is a fantastic — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: What does he look like? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He looks fit. He is down there a lot and he looks very fit. I go down there sometimes, and 
there he is exercising. If a person is into exercise, it is a dream job. He is very helpful. He is an expert on 
daytime movies. He is fantastic. I would like to acknowledge Joe. 

I would also like to acknowledge the chefs. The food that they produce in this institution is terrific. Normally 
institution food is not very good. Those guys who produce the food are terrific. 

I would like to acknowledge a few other people. I acknowledge the members who have left. In particular, I 
acknowledge the former member for Fremantle and the former member for Willagee. One was the former 
Attorney General and Minister for Health, and the other was the former Premier and minister for a range of 
things. At this time of the year, I thank them for their contributions to the Parliament over many, many years. 
They were both serious, senior, hard-bitten and effective political operators, and they gave a lot of service to the 
state. They both left the building and left our lives. They left, the seats were filled and the world moves on. As 
Paul Keating used to say, the dogs bark but the caravan moves on and everything keeps going. They have 
disappeared into other lives. I hope that the lives that they have disappeared into are pleasant and enjoyable, and 
I hope that they do not wake up every morning worrying about what is in the newspaper. 

I also acknowledge the Premier, the Leader of the House, the Leader of the National Party, funnily enough the 
member for Fremantle, the ministers and all the other members of the government. I thank them for their 
contributions to our great parliamentary democracy here in Western Australia. 

I acknowledge all my colleagues. My job as manager of opposition business has been made reasonably easy by 
the forbearance and help that members of the opposition provide me. I can ask people at a moment’s notice, 
“Can you speak? We have to do this today”, and people on my side are very willing and helpful, particularly the 
new members. Sometimes when I ask them to speak, and they write their speech, and I then say that we do not 
need it any more, it creates a bit of angst amongst some of my colleagues. It happened twice today to the 
member for Nollamara and to the member for Forrestfield, and I am sorry. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: That’s right; and they were great. You missed great speeches. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 26 November 2009] 

 p10037b-10043a 
Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Roger Cook; Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Terry Waldron; Speaker 

 [4] 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The really good thing is that the member can do them in the car on the way home. 

I thank my colleagues for all their support. People have been fantastic in their service in the house. They have 
been prepared to speak at a moment’s notice. As I said the other day, there is one person, the member for 
Mindarie, who can deliver a terrific speech at a moment’s notice. He is often given only a moment’s notice, and 
he is good at it. I think a person would have to be very one-eyed to not acknowledge that he is good at it.  

The other people I would like to acknowledge in closing are those members whose families have expanded or 
are expanding. I would like to acknowledge the member for Mindarie, who has a new baby daughter; the Leader 
of the National Party, who I understand is about to become a father again soon; the member for Victoria Park, 
whose wife had a baby daughter; my wife, who had a baby daughter; and the member for West Swan who, by 
the time we return next year, will be a mother. That might pose some challenges. That might be something we 
will have to consider. It has not happened in this place for a while. We will have to think of the options. I am 
sure that a little cot in the corner of the chamber will not be a problem. It might not just be the baby in the cot; 
people who get tired can share it.  

I would also like to acknowledge the member for Mandurah. He has not been here for a little while because his 
wife is expecting twins. He will be a very busy and tired man. These late nights may well knock him around. He 
lives in Mandurah. He has a beautiful young son and he will soon have twin children. It will be a challenge that 
most of us would not want to face. I wish him the best with the birth of the babies, which is due to happen any 
moment now. I hope that it goes very well for him and Donna and that they enjoy motherhood and fatherhood 
with two little bouncy baby children very much.  

I wish everyone else a happy Christmas. I hope the new year is an enjoyable and pleasant experience and I hope 
everyone gets some sleep over the next couple of weeks.  

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [7.02 pm]: I will be fairly brief because 
I think everything has been very well covered. I would like to thank all government members and other members 
on this side of the house. It has been a pleasure to work with them. I thank them for their efforts, friendship and 
support. It is fantastic. I congratulate members of the opposition for what they do. I want to wish all members a 
merry and happy Christmas.  

Before I go any further, I want to acknowledge everyone’s families. We all have pressures on our own family 
lives. We are all in this place doing what we do. My wife is a schoolteacher. Sometimes she wants to talk to me 
about something that happened at school that I might not think is that important but I try to ensure that — 

Mr R.H. Cook: Believe me, it’s important! Just take it for granted. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I do. I want to recognise everyone’s families. They are very important.  

Mr Speaker, well done to you in your very difficult role. I think you do it very, very well. I thank all the staff 
here, from the Clerks down. The wonderful thing about this place is the people we work with. The staff of 
Parliament House are really fantastic. 

As the Minister for Sport and Recreation and someone who has a long background in sport, we should always 
remember that while we do our jobs in this place and argue and banter across the chamber, it is always nice to 
say “G’day” and have a beer at the end of the year. I think we do it pretty well throughout the year. Underneath 
there is a great respect for people across both sides of the chamber. One thing that sport taught me is that we go 
out and play the game hard and have a crack at it. As I get older, I realise that some of my best friends are people 
I probably had words with on a cricket field or a footy field. When I leave this place one day, I hope that will be 
the same. I am sure it will.  

That is all I want to say. I thank everyone. Have a wonderful Christmas. It is great for everyone to get away and 
have a bit of a break. I love Christmas and new year because we get to spend a bit of time with our families, 
which we do not get a lot of. I wish everyone a merry Christmas. Be safe and we will see everyone back here 
next year.  

The member for Rockingham spoke about all these babies et cetera. 

Mr M. McGowan: Have you got an announcement to make?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: No. I had four daughters and two vasectomies; I am not saying any more. I get excited 
when I see the member for West Swan in here because having a baby is one of the most wonderful things in the 
world. I see her sitting in the chamber and I think it is a wonderful thing. We argue about all sorts of things in 
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this place but at the end of the day, that is more important than anything. On behalf of the Nationals, merry 
Christmas, everyone. I wish my own party the best as well.  

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, just before I deliver some closing remarks, in view of the 
fact that renovation of the Legislative Council chamber is starting this weekend, the Legislative Council may 
seek my permission to meet in this chamber—although, maybe not! Members, really, I am just advising you that, 
if this does occur, it is probably best to take anything from your desks. If the Council has to meet in this place, it 
would be easier if your desks were cleared.  

Some of you would not have been in this place during some of my more memorable speeches in the previous 
Parliament, but there are about the same number of you in this place at the moment as who listened to those 
speeches, so it is great to have a similar cast, and a not dissimilar audience of appreciation. I was on my feet for a 
somewhat remarkable length of time today, and one member on the way out remarked to me that the gag would 
have been reasonably appropriate, and the guillotine even more apt. Given that, I will try to keep my remarks to 
a reasonable level. Just casting my eye around, I notice that Madame LaFarge is not in the gallery, so perhaps I 
can continue without the guillotine being rendered just yet.  

I want to take some time to thank some people, because being the Speaker in this place is quite a different role. 
Most of the time most members in this place, once they have said something, sit down or go to another seat and 
talk to another member. That is not the case for the majority of the time for me. I quite often find myself in 
discussion with the three wise people—hear no evil; see no evil; do no evil—and I thank them sincerely. I thank 
Kirsten Robinson, John Mandy, and Peter McHugh for their advice, and certainly their assistance through this 
year. Thank you very much. 

I also thank Julia Lawrinson, my Sergeant-at-Arms, who already has the gloves on—good to see that you are in 
boxing form and that you will be doing a few rounds with Danny Green tonight, Sergeant; good! Julia Lawrinson 
has capably handled the mace through this year, and I look forward to her returning next year and continuing on 
as the Sergeant.  

I know that Kat Galvin is going to motor around Australia at some point. Kat has been Acting Clerk Assistant 
(Committees), so I thank her for her work. Quite often, people in this place do not appreciate the work that goes 
on behind the scenes, and I know that you have done a lot of work, Kat, and we wish you well on your travels. 

I thank the Legislative Assembly staff. Only Denis, Kris and Daniel are in this place at the moment—the Three 
Amigos, by the looks of the moustaches at various stages of growth—but they are often joined by Megan, Alice, 
Selena, Emily, Robert and Vanessa, and we thank them for their outstanding service.  

I also remark also on Anne Day and Louise Kierath, who provide administrative support to me. Anne, I know, is 
a tireless worker in the Clerk’s office, and on the occasions when I do see her outside her office, she is going 
somewhere to do something for somebody in this place. I would like to acknowledge Anne’s work. I would 
particularly like to acknowledge Louise Kierath’s work. Louise came to this place at the beginning of this year, 
and she is my executive assistant, if that is the correct term. Louise is absolutely faithful and unqualified in the 
support that she brings to me, and, truly, members, as you would know from your electoral staff and the people 
who work with you on consistent basis, having somebody who is prepared to work for you, quite literally at any 
time, and to do any sort of work for you, is magnificent. I acknowledge and thank Louise. 

A range of people have come to the Clerk’s table in front of me through the year. It has been part of the program 
of familiarisation developed by the table staff, and the Clerk, whereby the principal research officers who work 
for our various committees are introduced to the table. Their assistance is acknowledged. I think by their coming 
into this chamber it also enhances the work that all of the staff of this place do, and it gives us as members of this 
place an even better service.  

In saying that, I acknowledge the staff of the Legislative Assembly standing and joint standing committees: 
Lorraine Abernethie, Dawn Dickinson, Brian Gordon, Isla Macphail, Scott Nalder, David Worth and, once 
again, Kat Galvin. I know that Kat has worked with those committees.  

Mention has already been made of the outstanding work that is done by the Parliamentary Education Office. The 
Parliamentary Education Office in Western Australia leads the nation, and its work is outstanding. I encourage 
members to get involved with the education office and its presenters: Jane Gray, James Sollis, Cherie Toovey 
and Michael Loney. We see them all the time, when they bring kids into the gallery, or in the courtyard. The best 
thing we can do is go over and say “Good day”, because they really appreciate that. They really enjoy having a 
member of Parliament whom they can introduce to the kids. It is a marvellous way of getting people interested in 
Parliament. That is very important.  
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I want to mention in particular two people whom I have the pleasure of working with—I do not think I get to 
work with them often enough: David Black and Harry Phillips. A lot of members would know David and Harry. 
Those two gentlemen have been responsible for putting a lot of our parliamentary history together. They are 
first-class, not only in their approach to the work, but also as individuals who are so prepared to listen to 
information that we might have. Once again, I do not think there is any doubt that the work that they do has put 
Western Australia absolutely at the top when it comes to parliamentary history in Australia. I think we lead the 
nation by a long way in the parliamentary history that we have developed. A lot of the credit for that must go to 
David and to Harry.  

Some of the people who have been mentioned I meet with consistently in my role as Speaker: Russell Bremner, 
Executive Manager Parliamentary Services; Graham McDonald, Building Services Manager; and Peter Pascoe, 
Assistant Manager Building Services. Russell is always coming to talk with me and update me about things that 
are going on. Peter—better known as Pedro—has had to come into the Speaker’s suite on numerous occasions to 
replace or repair fridges, because I wear them out at a rapid rate. Thank you very much, Peter.  

The member for Rockingham reflected on the food in this place, and the service that our catering staff and the 
people in the dining room provide. It is outstanding. We would struggle to find better service anywhere in the 
world. I am not being light-hearted when I say that. Their attention to detail and their interest in their work and 
their working environment is quite incredible. I also want to acknowledge Enno Schijf and Mark Gabrielli, and 
also George Webb. George has been cooking here for 30 years. It is fantastic. What devotion! I think we would 
have to acknowledge George as someone who has been prepared to stay in that environment for that length of 
time and is now our head chef. He does an outstanding job. His dedication to this place is incredible.  

I now come to Vince La Galia. What can I say about Vince? “You want a coffee, boss?” Vince — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Numero uno! 

The SPEAKER: Vince—numero uno! Vince is described as the Speaker’s Steward. I just call him the man who 
keeps me so wonderfully trim, taut, and not so terrific. Vince tries to fatten me up. He gives me an extra course 
every day. I have to leave it there. I think Vince might eat it himself; I am not sure. Thank you very much, 
Vince.  

I would also like to acknowledge Dawn Timmerman, our Finance Manager. Dawn comes over quite regularly 
and instructs me and gives me information about the circumstances of the Assembly and how much money we 
have left, and I then go and see the Treasurer and insist that we be given more money, and the Treasurer then 
rapidly leaves the house. Dawn Timmerman is a marvellous individual.  

The important thing about what I am saying is that we do have people behind the scenes who work tirelessly for 
this place and are very proud of this place and do a magnificent job. Dawn is one of those people, as is Rob 
Hunter, the Deputy Executive Manager of Parliamentary Services and the Manager of Human Resources. We 
have mentioned John Buchanan, the IT manager, and his staff. Judy Ballantyne is the Parliament Electronic 
Records Management Project Manager. I also want to mention Inge Hurst in the Parliamentary Library. I do not 
know whether there are any members in this place who have not been to the library. Once again, it is an 
absolutely splendid facility. For those members who may have been in this place when the library was located 
where the Aboriginal Peoples’ Room is now, the move to the other side of the building was quite a challenge for 
the library staff when they undertook it quite a few years ago, but what they have created is simply sensational. 
Once again, I ask members, if they get the chance, to go into libraries in other Parliaments and compare not only 
the facilities but also the staff. To Belinda Corey, Reporting Services Manager, and all the Hansard reporters, 
who are tireless always, fantastic, and here an hour after we have left. They are here an hour after we have left 
trying to put our grammar, syntax and words into place. They are not able to remove some words—it would be 
great if they could remove some words; some members might appreciate that! However, members of Hansard do 
a sensational job. Ken Craig, our security manager, is ever vigilant and I think many of us would have observed 
that in Bunbury; Ken, our thanks to you. David Embry and the audiovisual operators—David cannot do anything 
to improve what we look like but we certainly appreciate his work. The people on the switchboard, once again I 
reflect on their brilliance and endorse the comments, particularly with respect to Marilyn; you only had to speak 
to her once and she knew who you were from then on. They are the sort of people we have there. I also thank 
David Boag, our head gardener. We have some challenges with the gardens around this place and we have some 
things that we would like to do, some of which does not necessarily sit with what David might liked to have 
done, but he is very accommodating and absolutely brilliant in his efforts.  

One further person I would like to mention and single out is Victor Moate. Those members who have been in 
this place far longer than I would know Victor, who is currently our parliamentary officer—records. Vic started 
in the Legislative Assembly in January 1976, almost 34 years ago, and he is retiring at the end of this year. He 
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worked in the Assembly Office, served with two select committees, and was assisting in the chamber for very 
many years. I wish to acknowledge Vic’s cheerful dedication to the Legislative Assembly, and, Vic, we wish you 
well in your retirement.  

In closing, I acknowledge the Acting Speakers. I start with the Deputy Speaker, the member for Mount Lawley, 
and then the member for Albany, the member for Jandakot, the member for Maylands, the member for North 
West and the member for Scarborough. Finally, members, I thank you for your participation in this place. It is an 
enjoyable experience. For about two per cent of the time I think: why am I doing this? But the rest of the time is 
thoroughly enjoyable. I thank you, and, like the people who have previously spoken in this place, I wish you all a 
very safe Christmas and festive season, and the same to your families.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 7.20 pm 

__________ 
 
 


